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Foreword

Nm'onal Transportation Statistics is a tabular summary of trends in transportation, first published 50
years ago by the U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT). USDOT was less than 5 years old

in 1971 when the Office of Systems Analysis and Information, under the Assistant Secretary for Policy
and International Affairs, worked with the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) to assemble a
“compendium of national transportation statistics ... for those wanting a brief quantitative perspective
of transportation.” MIT also assembled the second edition in 1972, after which production of the report
moved nearby to USDOT’s Transportation Systems Center, now named for Secretary John A. Volpe
(1969-1973). The Volpe Center expanded, compiled, and printed National Transportation Statistics under
the sponsorship of the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Policy and International Affairs through 1991,
of the Federal Highway Administration in 1992, and of the Bureau of Transportation Statistics (BTS) in
1993 through 1997. After a brief transition in 1998, BTS assumed full responsibility for preparing and
publishing National Transportation Statistics. BTS began updating selected tables on a quarterly basis in
2013, and now updates tables whenever data become available.

National Transportation Statistics has grown to over 200 tables in part by incorporating material from
two related series of compilations. The Volpe Center produced a special energy supplement in 1973
through 1976, when USDOT was a principal source of statistics during the first energy crisis until
creation of the U.S. Department of Energy in 1977. The Volpe Center also produced compilations of
safety statistics in the Transportation Safety Information Report from 1980 through 1991.

National Transportation Statistics also includes government transportation financial statistics developed
initially by the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Policy and International Affairs and produced since
the 1990s by BTS.

The publication has evolved from its first edition, a printed annual report with 19 displays, tables, and
modal profiles, to an digital product with 230 tables and modal profiles, each updated as soon as data
are available and made publicly accessible at www.bts.gov/nts. This 50" edition and its predecessors,
including the energy supplements and the Transportation Safety Information Reports, are available
through the BTS National Transportation Library at https://rosap.ntl.bts.gov/.

BTS welcomes comment on National Transportation Statistics and the Bureau’s other products.
Comments, questions, and requests for printed copies of this 50 edition should be sent to bts@dot.gov or
to the Bureau of Transportation Statistics, U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200 New Jersey Avenue
SE, Washington DC, 20590.

Rolf R. Schmitt, Deputy Director
Bureau of Transportation Statistics

¥

extend my personal congratulations to the Bureau of Transportation Statistics (BTS) and the Volpe

National Transportation Systems Center for producing National Transportation Statistics over the past
half century. BTS and the Volpe Center are major components of the Office of the Assistant Secretary for
Research and Technology, and National Transportation Statistics demonstrates how we work together to
advance research and statistics for the national and global transportation community. I look forward to the
future evolution of this vital resource.

Robert C. Hampshire, PhD
Deputy Assistant Secretary of Research and Technology and Chief Science Officer
U.S. Department of Transportation
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he Bureau of Transportation Statistics is delighted to publish the 50" edition of National

Transportation Statistics. This product is a unique source of tabular data covering all modes of
transportation, with many time series going back to the 1960s. This product responds to the Bureau’s
mandate to “collect, compile, analyze, and publish a comprehensive set of transportation statistics on
the performance and impacts of the national transportation system” in more than 10 major subject areas
specified in Title 49 of the United States Code.! We take care when combining statistics from individual
modes of transportation to remove double-counting, and the sources of our information are thoroughly
documented in all tables.

National Transportation Statistics is the foundation for a family of products that provide basic statistical
references for anyone interested in transportation in the United States. For greater geographic detail, we
produce State Transportation Statistics and County Transportation Profiles. For greater temporal detail,
we produce Monthly Transportation Statistics and The Week in Transportation. All products are available
at www.bts.gov. We look forward to continuing the development of these products to inform public
agencies, the private sector, and the public about transportation.

Patricia S. Hu, Director
Bureau of Transportation Statistics

¥

he John A. Volpe National Transportation Systems Center is proud to be part of this landmark 50™

edition of National Transportation Statistics. This publication was one of the Volpe Center’s earliest
products for the Department of Transportation and was a key element of our support to the newly
established Bureau of Transportation Statistics (BTS) in the 1990s. National Transportation Statistics
represents the wide range of multimodal, cross-cutting issues that Volpe analyzes for the Department
and our dedication to understanding all forms of transportation and logistics. We are proud to have been
the home for National Transportation Statistics though its first quarter century, and we look forward to
continuing to work with BTS and the Department to improve the Nation’s transportation system and to
advance transportation innovation for the public good.

Anne Aylward, Director
Volpe National Transportation Systems Center

149 USC §6302(b)(3)(B)(vi)
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Introduction

Compiled and published by the U.S. Department of Transportation's Bureau of Transportation Statistics
(BTS), National Transportation Statistics presents information on the U.S. transportation system,
including its physical components, safety record, economic performance, energy use, and environmental
impacts. National Transportation Statistics is a companion document to the Transportation Statistics
Annual Report, which analyzes some of the data presented here, and State Transportation Statistics,
which presents statelevel data on many of the same topics presented here.

The report has four chapters:

»  Chapter 1 provides data on the extent, condition, use, and performance of the physical transportation
network.

*  Chapter 2 details transportation's safety record, giving data on accidents, crashes, fatalities, and
injuries for each transportation mode and hazardous materials.

*  Chapter 3 focuses on the relationship between transportation and the economy, presenting data on
transportation's contribution to the gross domestic product, employment by industry and occupation,
and transportation-related consumer and government expenditures.

*  Chapter 4 presents data on transportation energy use and transportation-related environmental
impacts.

Appendix A contains metric conversions of select tables. BTS obtained the data in this report from many
sources, including federal government agencies, private industry, and associations. Documents cited

as sources for the tables provide detailed information about definitions, methodologies, and statistical
reliability. Some of the data are based on samples and are subject to sampling variability. National
Transportation Statistics is updated monthly at www.bts.gov.
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CHAPTER 1
The Transportation System

Section A: Physical Extent
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Section B:

Vehicle, Aircraft, and Vessel Inventory



Chapter 1. The Transportation System
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